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Urban  District  of  Denton. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Denton, 

April  8th,  1916. 

Gen  tlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  Denton  for  the  year  1915. 

The  Registrar-General  states  that  the  war  has  made  it 
impossible  to  ail  here  to  methods  hitherto  in  use  for  estim- 
ation of  local  and  national  populations  from  the  figures 
enumerated  at  the  last  census. 

The  National  Register  of  August  15th  has  formed  the 
basis  whereby  he  has  arrived  at  the  civii  population  for  each 
local  area. 

In  calculation  of  deaths  and  death-rates  only  civilian 
deaths  are  tabulated,  all  military  deaths  are  excluded  from 
the  returns  for  the  year. 

The-death  rate  is  higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  is  the  highest  death-rate  since  1911. 

The  chief  increases  in  the  mortality  for  the  year  occur 
under  Measles,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

There  was  also  a considerable  increase  in  infant  mortali- 
ty over  the  preceding  year,  and  was  also  above  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years. 

Benefit  may  be  expected  from  the  new  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme.  The  Council  have  adopted  a modified 
scheme. 
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Towards  the  middle  of  the  year  “The  Notification  of 
Births  (Extension)  Act,  1915”  was  passed,  the  object  ol 
which  was  to  make  universal  throughout,  the  country  the 
system  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  and  the  Board 
definitely  contemplate  that  the  powers  of  Sanitary  Authori- 
ties under  the  above  Act  will  be  used  to  promote  the  care  of 
mothers  and  young  children. 

On  the  27th  November,  1915,  the  Board  issued  an  Order, 
“The  Public  Health  (Measles  and  German  Measles)  Regula- 
tions, 1915,”  which  makes  these  two  diseases  compulsorily 
notifiable,  not  only  by  medical  practitioners,'  but  also  by 
parents  or  guardians.  These  regulations  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  January,  1916. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
was  about  that  for  1914,  but  the  deaths  registered  were  fewer 
than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Infectious  diseases  notified  were  less  than  in  1914.  The 
death  rate  was,  however,  higher.  The  increase  was  due  to  a 
high  mortality  from  Measles. 

Home  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever,  on  the  lines  which  1 
explained  in  my  report  for  1914,  has  been  practised  in  the 
majority  of  cases  throughout  the  year. 

Substitution  of  freshwater  closets  and  ashbins  for  privy 
closets  and  middens  was  considerably  below  that  of  recent 
years. 

Several  notable  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the 
district. 

The  Thornley  Lane  Sewer  was  completed  in  November, 
the  majority  of  the  property  in  this  district  being  now  con- 
nected with  the  new  sewer. 

The  pumping  station  in  Laburnum  Road  has  been  dis- 
pensed with. 
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A new  surface  water  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Manchester 
Road,  extending  from  Denton  Station  to  the  Manchester 
boundary.  This  is  part  of  a system  which  is  intended  to 
extend  along  the  four  main  roads  of  the  district. 

The  widening  of  Ashton  Road  is  in  hand.  At  t he  corner 
of  Ashton  Road  and  Manchester  Road  old  shops  have  been 
demolished  and  new  and  more  up-to-date  buildings  are 
under  construction.  These  buildings  are  put  back  eleven 
feet  behind  the  old  building  line.  This  will  do  away  with  a 
dangerous  corner  for  traffic,  and  also  improve  the  appearance 
of  Crown  Point,  which  is  the  centre  of  the  district. 

A part  of  Stockport  Road,  between  Fletcher  Street  and 
the  Fletchers’  Arms  Hotel,  has  also  undergone  widening. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
the  Surveyor,  and  the  Manager  of  the  Sewage  Works,  for 
their  assistance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  STEWART, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Statistical. 

The  following  are  General  Statistics  for  the  year  191.)  : 
Area  of  the  district  in  Acres  ...  ...  •••  2593 

Estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1915  : 

Males  8:549  ( 


Females  ...  ...  ...  . ..  91 .52 

Estimated  civil  population  based  on  the  National 
Register  August  loth,  1915 

Number  of  Persons  per  Acre 

Number  of  Persons  in  each  Ward  at  the  Census- 
taking,  191  1 : 

West...  ...  ...  ...  ...  634(1  ) 

North  ...  ...  ...  ...  6169 

East 4365  \ 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  Census- 
taking,  1911 

Numberof  Uninhabited  Houses  at  the  Census- 
taking,  1911 

Number  of  Buildings  not  used  as  Dwellings 
at  the  Census-taking,  1911  ... 

Number  of  Persons  per  House  a t the  Census- 
taking, 1911 

Number  of  Houses  Completed  and  Certified 
Fit  for  Occupation,  1915 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  Demolished,  1915 

Persons  Married  per  1,000  of  the  Population.. 

Births  in  the  District  : 

Males  ...  ...  167  ) 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Annual  Birth-rate  per  1.000  of  Population  ... 

Deaths  : 

Males  113  ( 


LSI 


i J »>  4 

6 1 4 


Females 


14.2 


16880 

3981 

151 

259 

4-956 

19 

16 

6-59 

328 

18-7 

2 55 
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“ Crude  ” Death -rates  : — 

Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 59 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  8'28 

Standardized  ” Death-rates 

Males  7-02 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  8’82 

Difference  between  Crude  and  Standardized 
Death-rates 

Deaths  under  one  year  old  per  1,000  Births... 
Death-rate  from  the  principal  Epidemic 
Diseases  notified  or  ascertained 

Mean  Crude  Death-rate,  1905-1914 
Mean  Birth-rate,  1905-1914 
Estimated  Increase  of  Population  during  the 
year  1915 


14-88 


+ 0-98 
146 


1- 51 
14-23 

2- 3-0 

137 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 


The  area  of  the  district  is  2,593  acres. 


The  following  table  gives  the  population  and  number  of 


inhabited  houses  at  the  Census-taking,  1911,  and  estimated 
1915.  Also  the  estimated  civil  population,  based  on  the 


National  Register  of  August  15th  : 

Population. 

Census,  1911  16887 

Estimated,  1915  17481 


Number  of 
Inhabited 
H oust®. 


A verage 
Population 
per  House. 

4-95(1 

4-092 


Estimated  Civil  Popu-  ) . , ,, , 
lation  August  15,1915  | 1 ' 


The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  employed  in  the  making  of 
Hats  (Felt  and  Silk)  and  processes  incidental  to  hat-making. 
During  the  year  a new  industry,  in  the  nature  of  a Chemical 
Works,  has  been  established  in  the  district. 


Owing  to  depression  in  the  hatting  industry,  as  a conse- 
quence of  the  war,  a great  number  were  thrown  out  of 
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employment,  but  the  majority  so  affected  have  found 
employment  in  other  industries,  principally  outside  the 
district.  Few  cases  of  real  poverty  exist. 

Twenty  deaths  of  residents  occurred  in  the  Union 
Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne.  There  were  also  twenty-one 
deaths  in  other  institutions  outside  the  district. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 
Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  outfall  sewer  from  the  Sewage  Works  to  Aspinall 
Smithy  has  now  been  completed,  and  all  sewage  previously 
flowing  to  the  pumping  station  in  Laburnum  Road  has,  since 
November  Gth,  been  diverted  along  the  new  sewer  to  the 
outfall  works. 

The  work  of  fixing  an  automatic  flushing  chamber  in 
Thornley  Lane,  for  flushing  the  above  sewer,  is  in  hand,  but 
is  not  yet  completed. 

Notice  lias  been  served  on  the  owners  of  properties 
adjoining  Thornley  Lane,  and  who  have  not  yet  connected 
their  properties  with  the  new  sewer,  requiring  them  to 
connect  the  drains  from  their  respective  premises  to  the 
sewer. 

In  the  meantime  the  sewage  from  these  premises  is  flow- 
ing into  a watereomse  which  passes  through  Reddish  and 
Levenshulme. 

The  electrically-driven  pumping  apparatus  situated  in 
Laburnum  Road  has  been  removed,  and  thereby  a nuisance 
occasioned  by  the  emptying  of  the  sump  connected  there- 
with remedied. 

The  work  of  cleaning  the  foul  sewers  of  the  district  was 
commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  work  is 
being  proceeded  with  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
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The  work  oil  constructing  a new  surface  water  sewer  in 
the  main  roads  of  the  district  (Manchester  Road,  Ashton 
Road,  Hyde  Road  and  Stockport  Road)  in  place  of  the  old 
sewer,  which  was  not  at  a sufficient  depth,  and  was 
insufficient  and  costly  to  maintain,  was  commenced  with  on 
the  1st  February,  in  a portion  of  Manchester  Road  under  re- 
construction. The  sewer  is  now  completed  on  each  side  of 
the  road  from  Denton  Station  to  the  Manchester  boundary,  a 
distance  of  about  1523  lineal  yards,  and  existing  gullies  have 
been  disconnected  from  the  old  sewers  and  connected  to 
the  new  sewer. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

Necessary  filter  extensions  have  been  temporarily  sus- 
pended owing  to  (1)  mining  operations  under  the  site  of  the 
works,  and  (2)  the  curtailment  of  capital  expenditure  on 
account  of  the  war  In  the  mean  rime,  however,  it  is  proposed 
to  carry  out  experiments  on  the  ‘ forced  aeration”  principle 
of  sewage  treatment  with  a view  of  ascertaining  whether 
such  system  might  with  advantage  be  adopted  at  the  Denton 
Sewage  Works. 


Noted  Improvements  in  the  District. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in 
the  widening  of  Ashton  Road,  the  proposed  roadway  to  be 
54  feet  wide  with  30  feet  carriageway.  The  Council  have 
been  successful  in  their  negotiations  with  several  owners  for 
the  purchase  of  property  and  land  abutting  on  the  road,  the 
remaining  land  necessary  for  widening  will  be  secured  as  the 
opportunity  arises. 

At  the  junction  of  Ashton  Road  and  Manchester  Road, 
where  some  old  shops  projected  out  towards  the  roadway, 
making  this  corner  most  dangerous  for  traffic,  the  old  shop, 
have  been  demolished  and  new  shops  are  under  construction. 
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The  new  buildings  are  placed  back  eleven  feet  behind  the  old 
building  line.  When  completed  a notable  improvement  will 
have  been  effected. 

In  a part  of  Stockport  Hoad  which  lies  between  Fletcher 
Street  and  the  Fletchers’  Arms  Hotel,  a dangerous  bend  in 
the  road  existed,  also  the  roadway  was  narrow  at  this  point. 
The  Council  secured  land  necessary  for  widening,  a danger- 
ous corner  lias  been  removed,  and  a good  wide  thoroughfares 
GO  feet  wide  with  did  feet  carriageway,  made. 

Alteration  of  Privy  Middens,  etc.  to  Water  Closets. 


The  following  table  will  show  the  yearly  progress  in  this 
direction  for  the  past  five  years  : 


Years. 

5 

ca 

, i 

-+• 

Pi-ivy  Closets  abolished 

2 Go 

1 OG 

1 IK ) 

1 30 

20 

Fresh  Water  Closets  substituted 

271 

202 

1 03 

1 33 

20 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

• • • 

7 

15 

Fresh  Water  Closets  substituted 

• • • 

• • . 

n 

13 

• • • 

Waste  Water  Closets  abolished. 

• • . 

• • • 

25 

13 

10 

Fresh  Water  Closets  substituted 

• • • 

25 

13 

10 

Privy  Middens  abolished  . 

1 53 

1 ( >0 

105 

G7 

17 

Galvanized  Dustbins  substituted 

2 SO 

* 05 

1 96 

132 

31 

Dry  Ashpits  abolished 

. . . 

30 

14 

1 1 

(i 

Galvanised  Dustbins  substituted 

... 

55 

1G 

IS 
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'The  above  figures  show  that  there  has  been  instituted  GO 
fresh  water  closets  in  lieu  of  30  privy  and  waste  water  closets, 
whilst  23  privy  middens  and  dry  ashpits  have  been  replaced 
by  40  dustbins. 

Circumstances  due  to  the  war  account  for  the  decrease 
i j i the  number  of  conversions  as  compared  with  recent  years. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  relative  number  in 
each  Ward,  and  the  total  for  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year  : 
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East.  . 

770 

If)  7 

26) 

46 

168 

743 

82 

102 

1 

31 

West  . 

1 788 

1 63 

56 

10 

92 

1517 

127 

41 

0 

42 

396  b 

668 

147 

29 

315 

8468 

344 

187 

o 

181 

Scavenging1. 

The  privy  middens  are  emptied  periodically,  as li bins  are 
emptied  weekly,  pail  closets  are  systematically  emptied  at 
regular  intervals,  as  necessity  demands. 

During  the  year  3041  loads  were  deposited  on  low-lying 
ground  a t the  following  tips,  viz.  : — Windmill  Lane  and 
Vaiulrey  Lane,  whilst  180  loads  were  delivered  to  farmers 
for  manural  purposes. 


House  Refuse. 

This  is  removed  by  the  public  scavenger  weekly  and 
carted  to  the  nightsoil  tips  enumerated  before  and  dealt  with 
in  a similar  manner. 

The  system  of  disposal  of  the  refuse  of  the  district  is 
unsatisfactory.  The  question  of  installing  a destructor  has 
had  the  consideration  of  t lie  Council,  but,  owing  to  the  war, 
and  the  necessity  for  economy,  further  consideration  for  the 
present  has  been  deferred. 

The  following  statement  prepared  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  shows  the  amount  of  nightsoil  and  ashes  removed 
during  the  year  : 
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Dustbins  emptied  ...  ...  1 

22188 

2018 

loads. 

Dry  Ashpits  emptied 

Privy  Middens  emptied 

1940  ) 

768  )' = 

1012 

*9 

Pails  405,  Cesspools  250 

655 

104 

ii 

Trades  Refuse 

87 

87 

Total 

...  ... 

3221 

Removed  to  Windmill  Lane  Tip 

1857 

loads. 

Removed  to  Yaudrey  Lane  Tip  ... 

...  ... 

1184 

9* 

Removed  to  Farmers 

... 

180 

99 

Total 

3221 

ii 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

One  I mini  red  and  twenty-eight.  Preliminary  Notices  and 
eleven  Statutory  Notices,  requiring  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  have  been  served. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  will  show  the 
principal  nuisances  discovered,  and  the  result  of  the  action 
taken  : 

Privy  closets  abolished  29,  Fresh  water  closets  substituted  29 
Waste  water  closets  abolished  10,  Fresh  water  closets 


substituted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Privy  middens  abolished  1 7,  Dustbins  substituted  ...  .21 
Dry  ashpits  abolished  l),  Dustbins  substituted  ...  ...  9 

Dustbins  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Pail  closets  installed  (in  out-districts)  ...  •••  ...  4 

Defective  water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Blocked  gullies,  w.c.'s,  and  drains  cleared  or  repaired  ...  64 
Slop-pipes  lengthened  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

New  self-cleansing  gullies  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspection  chambers  provided  (with  interceptors)  ...  2 

Dropspouts  disconnected  from  drains  and  repairer!  ...  14 
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Yard  walls  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  and  reformed  ...  ...  ...  46 

Wood  sheds  which  obstructed  light  & ventilation  removed.  27 
Accumulations  of  manure,  etc.,  removed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Nuisances  abated  from  animals  being  improperly  kept  ...  3 

Defective  roofs,  eaves,  etc.,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  47 

Defective  windows  and  general  repairs  in  houses  ...  20 

Urinals  built  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

On  the  22nd  February  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  wrote  to  me  to  say  that,  on  a visit  to  Denton,  on  the 
19th  February,  lie  noticed  that  large  volumes  of  black  smoke 
were  being  emitted  almost  continuously  from  the  chimney 
of  a works  for  the  space  of  half-an-hour.  Will  you  please 
direct  your  attention  to  this  nuisance  at  the  works  in  question 
and  to  other  parts  of  your  district. 

The  letter  was  laid  before  the  Health  Committee,  and 

It  was  resolved — That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  forward 
a copy  of  the  said  letter  to  the  firm  in  question,  with  a 
request  that  the  subject  matter  thereof  may  receive  their 
attention. 

Several  firms  are  guilty  of  similar  offences,  but  as  the 
present  time  is  considered  inopportune  to  takeaction,no  smoke 
observations  have  been  taken. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  tripe  boilers.  Their  places  of  business 
are  clean  and  well  kept. 

Schools. 

There  are  in  the  district  two  Provided  Schools,  viz.: 
The  Russell  Scott  Council  School  and  the  Central  Council 
School. 
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Five  Non-IYovided  Schools,  viz.:  ('hrist  Church  C.E. 
School.  1 >enton  and  Ilaughton  National  School,  St.  Mary’s 
Roman  Catholic  School,  St.  Mary’s  0. E.  School,  and  St. 
Anne’s  C E.  School. 

At  bt.  Anne’s  C.E.  School  an  open  ashpit  was  abolished, 
the  yard  surface  repaired,  and  urinal  repaired. 

At  Christ  Church  C.E.  School  the  sanitary  conveniences 
are  not  satisfactory.  On  a visit  recently  made  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  and  myself  we  found  the  floors  uneven,  which 
allow  in  places  accumulation  of  urine.  In  the  urinal  for 
hoys  the  wall  is  formed  of  ordinary  bricks.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  should  he  protected  with  some  impervious  covering, 
such  as  glazed  tiles,  to  a height  of  three  or  four  feet  from  the 
floor.  The  channel  for  carrying  away  the  urine  is  insufficient, 
and  should  he  provided  with  some  automatic  flushing 
arrangement.  Offensive  effluvia  pervaded  the  place,  and 
altogether  is  not  kept  sufficiently  clean,  but  the  caretaker  lias 
promised  to  give  more  attention  to  this  matter  in  future. 

Otherwise  the  sanitary  condition  of  schools  in  the 
district  is  satisfactory. 

All  receive  their  water  supply  from  the  Manchester 
Corporation  mains. 

Measles  was  epidemic  during  the  first  two  quarters  of 
the  year. 

With  a view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease,  the 
Infant  Departments  of  the  Central  Council  School  and  the 
Denton  and  Haughton  National  Schools,  were  closed  from 
March  23rd  till  April  9th,  both  dates  inclusive,  and  again 
from  the  12th  day  of  April  to  the  20th  day  of  April,  both 
dates  inclusive. 

The  Infant  Department  of  St.  Anne’s  C.E.  School  was 
closed  from  the  16th  day  of  April  to  the  30th  day  of  April, 
inclusive. 
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With  (he  exception  of  a few  isolated  cases,  the  disease 
had  almost  disappeared  towards  tlm  end  of  June.  During 
the  first  week  in  July  a fresh  outbreak  of  measles  occurred 
in  Haughton  Green.  This  part  of  the  district  was  almost 
exempt  during  the  outbreak  in  Denton.  The  majority  of 
the  cases  were  scholars  in  the  Infants  Department  ot  St. 
Mary's  G.E.  School.  The  department  was  closed  from  July 
6th  to  July  20th.  The  outbreak  quickly  subsided. 

All  other  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  amongst  school 
children  have  been  dealt  with  on  lines  laid  down  in  the 
“Memorandum  on  Cl  sure  and  Exclusion  from  Schools, 
1909,”  by  exclusion  of  individual  scholars. 

On  the  27th  November  the  Board  made  Regulations — 
“The  Public  Health  (Measles  and  German  Measles)  Regula- 
tions, 1915” — which  make  these  two  diseases  compulsorily 
notifiable  in  every  sanitary  area.  The  regulations  became 
operative  on  the  1st  January,  1910. 

Printed  instructions  have  been  sent  or  left  with  each 
Head  Teacher  in  the  district,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  whereby  he  will  have  prompt  information  as  to  notifi- 
able infectious  cases  among  school  children,  so  that  he  may 
be  able  to  promptly  exclude  from  school,  children  who 
ought  not  to  continue  to  attend. 

Leaflets  of  advice  on  measles,  also  a reminder  to  parents 
or  guardians  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  Board’s 
Order,  have  been  printed.  A copy  of  these  will  be  left  with 
each  case  notified  or  ascertained. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Schools 

is  carried  on  under  the  requirements  of  the  Education 
(Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907,  and  of  the  Code  of 
Regulations  for  Public  Elementary  Schools  (Articles  58  a 
and  b). 
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The  Medical  Inspector  (Dr.  Radcliffe),  along  with  the 
School  Nurse,  visits  in  turn  each  school  in  the  district,  and 
make  a sytematic  inspection  of  the  children. 

A weekly  return  of  sickness  in  schools  is  made  by  the 
School  Attendance  Ollicer,  a copy  of  which  I receive  each 
Saturday. 

The  following  figures  will  show  the  approximate  average 
weekly  return  of  new  cases  of  sickness  during  the  12  months 
under  the  separate  headings  : 
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The  following  figures  show  the  Notifiable  Zymotic 
attacks  in  school  children  at  the  different  schools  in  tile 
district  : 
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Six  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  Diphtheria  cases  attended 
schools  outside  the  district,  and  one  Scarlet  Fever  and  one 
Diphtheria  case  were  scholars  at  a private  school  in  the 
district. 

With  a view  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infections  Diseases 
amongst  school  children,  class  rooms  have  been  frequently 
disinfected. 

Foods. 

Milk  Supply. 


The  number  of  persons  registered  as  Cowkeepers  or 
Purveyors  of  Milk  is  shown  as  under  : 


WARD. 

Cowkeepers 

and 

Purveyors 
of  Milk. 

Cowkeepers 

only. 

Purveyors 
of  Milk. 

q 

North 

4 

1 

11 

16 

East  - 

11 

3 

6 

20 

West  - 

8 

1 

14 

23 

Farmers  from 

outside  districts- 

5 

5 

Total- 

23 

5 36 

64 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order  are  in  force  in  the  district. 

Very  frequent  inspections  of  farm  premises  are  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken. 

At  the  Denton  Hall  Farm,  where  the  occupier  informed 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  that  he  had  slaughtered  a cow  and 
wished  to  have  the  carcase  examined  as  to  its  fitness  for 
human  food.  The  carcase  was,  however,  found  to  be  affected 
with  Miliary  Tuberculosis,  which  warranted  the  seizure  of 
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flie  whole  carcase  and  organs.  After  seizure  the  whole  car- 
case and  organs  were  destroyed  ; also  one  set  of  lungs  and 
liver  affected  with  Tuberculosis  were  surrendered  and 
destroyed. 

Other  Foods. 

The  food  supply  generally  has  been  of  a wholesome 
character.  No  case  of  illness  has  been  attributed  to  partaking 
of  contaminated  food. 

Meat  Inspection, 

A systematic  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  holds  the  Meat  and  other  Foods 
Inspector’s  Certificate. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  11  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  five  of 
which  are  registered  and  six  licensed.  Frequent  inspections 
are  made. 


Housing-,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909. 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of 
Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909. 
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The  work  carried  out  in  the  above  schedule  is  chiefly 
the  result  of  Notices  and  Orders  under  the  above  Act  served 
during  the  previous  year. 


Housing:. 


The  housing  accommodation  is  adequate  for  present 
requirements,  and  houses  in  the  district  are  for  the  most  part 
in  a good  sanitary  condition. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  dwelling-houses 
completed  and  certified  tit  for  occupation  during  the  years: — 

1906  1907  1908  1909  1910  1911  1912  1913  1914  1915 

87  82  50  114  70  75  63  57  92  19 


In  the  following  tabulated  statement  will  be  seen  the 
housing  accommodation,  with  annual  value  under  and  over 
£16,  the  Ward  distribution  ; also  other  buildings  in  the 
(list riot  : 


Ward. 

Houses. 

Total 

1 louses 

4 

5 

Factories. 

X 

71 

£ 

X 

i x 

*T  X 

W1  ^ 

— • 7Z 

— 

3 ° 

Under 

£16 

Over 

£16 

North 

1177 

387 

1564 

o 

29 

31 

3 

East  - 

898 

203 

1 101 

1 

13 

11 

3 

West  - 

1001 

748 

1749 

5 

L'O 

00 

-w 

5 

Total  - 

3076 

1338 

4414 

8 

62 

61 

11 

Supervision  over  the  Erection  of  New  Buildingrs. 

The  Council  exercise  strict  supervision  over  the  erection 
of  new  buildings.  Plans  tire  approved  on  the  condition  that 
they  comply  strictly  with  the  Byelaws  made  by  the  Council 
with  respect  to  new  streets  and  buildings.  If,  on  completion 
of  a new  dwelling-house,  it  is  found  in  every  respect  tit  for 
human  habitation,  a certificate  is  issued.  In  a case  where 
two  new  dwelling-houses  were  occupied  without  such  certili- 
cate  having  been  given  summonses  were  issued.  The  case 
was  heai-d  at  the  Denton  Police  Court  on  the  4th  June,  when 
the  defendant  admitted  the  offence  and  was  convicted  and 
fined  27s.  in  each  case,  or  in  default  one  month’s  imprison- 


ment. 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and 

Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

I nspec- 
tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

12 

2 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

45 

... 

Workplaces  

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

14 

Total  

71 

2 

22 


2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

No.  of  Defects. 

N umber  of 

Prosecutions. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

^ o 
r ^ a; 

. r.  ^-i  5c" 

z>  £ 

/•y-o  HH 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 
f Insufficient  ... 

- Unsuitable  or  Defective 
( Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts : 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 
Bakehouses  (s.  101) 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Require- 
ments for  Bakehouses  (ss.  97  to 

100)  

Other  Oll’ences 

(Excluding  olfences  relating  to  out- 
work which  are  included  in  Part 
3 of  this  Report)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  

3 

3 

Home  Work. 
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4.  Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end 
of  the  year  : 

Number. 

Workshops 

5S 

Bakehouses 

72 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

1 3( ) 

5.  Other  Matters. 

Class. 

N umber. 

Matters  Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  (s.  133,  1901) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  noi  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901)  ... 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  In- 
spector 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at 
the  end  of  the  year... 


1 

1 

1 


There  are  63  textile  and  non-textile  factories  and  130 
workshops  in  the  district. 

The  principal  industries  carried  on  in  the  factories  are  : 
Felt  hat  manufacturing,  box  making,  packing  case  making, 
wire  drawing,  hat  leather  manufacturing,  printing,  dyeing, 
cotton  spinning,  gas  and  oil  engines,  electrical  and  general 
engineering,  ironfounders,  brickmaking,  and  laundries  ; 
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And  in  the  workshops  : Silk  hat  manufacturing,  box 
making,  printing,  paper  cutting,  dyeing,  cabinet  making, 
joinery,  and  the  trades  or  businesses  of  blacksmiths,  wheel- 
wrights, tin  and  coppersmiths,  plumbers,  milliners,  dress- 
makers, bakers,  tripe  dressers,  and  launderers. 

On  the  23rd  April  a serious  lire  broke  out  at  Alpha  Mill 
Spinning  Co,,  which  completely  gutted  the  [dace. 

A new  industry  in  the  nature  of  a chemical  works  has 
since  been  established  in  the  remnants  of  the  old  building, 
which  is  gradually  being  rebuilt  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
the  new  industry. 


Home  Workers. 

During  the  year  38  lists  were  received  from  employers 
within  the  district,  sending  twice  in  the  year,  representing 
501  workers  (this  figure  is  approximately  double  the  number 
of  outworkers). 

Nine  lists  were  received  from  other  authorities,  repre- 
senting 11  employers  and  14  out  workers. 


C.  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

Summary  o<f  Work  done  in  the  Department  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

No.  of  Notices  Served  .......128  Preliminary  and  11  Statutory. 

No.  of  Nuisances  Remedied...  126,  at  268  houses  and  other 
premises. 


2 6 


Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  Conversions  during  1915. ..29  privy  and  10  waste 
water  closets  were  replaced  by  39  fresh  water  closets, 
whilst  17  privy  middens  and  (j  dry  ashpits  were 
abolished  and  -40  dustbins  substituted. 

Amount  of  nightsoil  and  ashes  removed  during 

the  year...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3221  loads. 

No.  of  houses  completed  and  certified  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders, 

1885-1886. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  04 

Housing-,  Town  Planning,  &e.  Act. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  houses,  the  defects  of  which  were  remedied  ...  22 

No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  6 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

No.  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  nuisances  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  lists  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  inspections  made  to  homeworkers’  premises  ..  fiO 

Infectious  Diseases. 

No.  of  houses  at  which  infection  occurred  ...  ...  85 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  Council  pay  a retaining  fee  for  six  beds  in  the  Hyde 
Borough  Infectious  Disease  Hospital.  Two  beds  for  smallpox 
and  four  beds  for  other  cases  than  smallpox. 
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Nine  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

A case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  was  removed  to 
Ashton-under- Lyne  Distinct  Infirmary,  and  a second  case  of 
the  same  disease  was  removed  to  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary 
and  from  there  removed  to  Monsall  Infectious  Disease 
Hospital.  A case  of  Erysipelas  was  removed  to  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  Union  Hospital. 


Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 


Title  of  Act. 

Date  Acts  came 
in  force  in 
the  District. 

The  Public  Libraries  Act  and  Acts 
amending  the  same  ... 

21st  May,  1887. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
Act,  1889 

26th  March,  1892. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890  

1st  May,  1894. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act,  1890 

1st  July,  1894. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 

1st  May,  1896. 

The  Museums  & Gymnasiums  Act,  1891 

1st  October,  1897. 

The  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act, 
1889  

6th  May,  1901. 

Bacteriological  Work  during  the  Year. 

All  Bacteriological  work  is  entrusted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Victoria  University,  Manchester. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  will  show  the  number 
and  nature  of  specimens  submitted,  and  the  result  of  the 
examination  : — 


Human  bovine 

J1  vp lioi< I Tuberculosis.  Tuberculosi 


* The  month  is  counted  to  the  la.^t  Saturday  in  each  month. 

**  The  numbers  given  in  this  column  refer  to  the  number  of  initial  specimens  or  samples  which 
formed  the  basis  <>l  “ various  investigations  in  the  course  of  which  a greater  number  of  specimens 
may  have  have  been  examined  for  the  purpose  of  study. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute 
Infectious  Diseases, 

Isolation. 

Out  of  a total  of  141  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  nine  cases  were  removed  to  Hyde  Borough 
Infectious  Disease  Hospital  ; one  case  to  Ashton-under-Lyne 
District  Infirmary  ; one  to  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester, 
and  one  case  to  Ashton-under-Lyne  Union  Hospital.  The 
majority  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  isolated  at  home  and 
treated  by  inunction  of  the  skin  with  Eucalyptus  Oil  and 
painting  the  tonsils  with  Carbolic  Oil  (1-10).  Fourteen 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  treatment  at  Sanatoria. 

Disinfection. 

Rooms  are  disinfected  by  spraying  the  walls,  floors,  and 
ceilings  with  a solution  of  formaldehyde,  and  afterwards 
submitting  the  rooms  to  formaldehyde  vapour. 

The  district  is  much  in  need  of  a steam  disinfector. 

With  a view  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases 
amongst  school  children,  class-rooms  have  been  frequently 
disinfected. 


Bacteriology. 

Thirty-one  specimens  in  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
Enteric  Fever  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  sent  to 
Professor  Delepine,  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Victoria  University,  for  examination,  and  the  following  is 
the  result  of  the  work  done  : 

Diphtheria.  Two  examinations  made,  one  positive  and 
one  negative. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Two  examinations  made,  one  positive 
and  one  negative. 

Sputum.  Twenty-seven  examinations  made.  Eleven 
positive  and  sixteen  negative. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate. 

There  were  328  births  registered  (seven  illegitimate). 
The  males  born  (1G7)  exceed  the  females  (16.1)  by  six. 

The  birth-rate  was  18*7  per  1,000  per  annum  of  the 
estimated  population  (males  9*55,  females  9 20.) 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  regis- 
tered, with  the  birth-rate  for  the  years  1905 — 1914,  with 
averages  for  years  stated  : 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth-i 

1905 

336 

21*5 

1906 

399 

25  4 

1907 

352 

222 

1908 

392 

24*5 

1909 

391 

24-2 

1910 

439 

26*9 

1911 

385 

22-7 

1912 

364 

21*3 

1913 

359 

20-8 

1914 

366 

21T 

Average  for  years 

— 

— 

1905-1914 

378 

23*0 

The  birth-rate  was  4*3  below  the  average  for  the  past 
ten  years,  and  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  on  record. 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1915  was  21*9 
(figures  provisional). 


Death  Rate. 

The  deaths  relate  exclusively  to  the  civil  population, 
and  the  death-rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  civil 
population  based  on  the  National  Register  of  August  15th. 
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The  method  by  which  the  estimate  of  civil  population 
have  been  derived  from  the  National  Register  returns  is  as 
follows  : 

The  ratio  of  the  total  population,  less  the  males,  aged 
15 — 05  years  to  the  number  of  females  aged  15  to  65  years, 
at  the  date  of  the  census,  is  calculated  for  the  area,  and  this 
ratio  is  applied  to  the  number  of  females  on  the  National 
Register,  the  resulting  product,  plus  the  number  of  males 
aged  15 — 65  years  on  the  National  Register  is  taken  to  be 
the  number  of  the  civil  population  of  the  district. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  255.  The 
deaths  of  females  (142)  exceed  those  of  males  (113)  by  29. 

The  “crude”  death-rate  from  all  causes  was  14'bS  per 
1,000  per  annum  of  the  estimated  civil  population  (males  6*59, 
females  8‘28). 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  belong- 
ing to  the  district  with  the  “crude”  death-rates  for  the 
years  1905—1914,  with  averages  for  the  years  stated  : 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Deat  h-rate. 

1905 

230 

14-7 

1906 

259 

16*5 

1907 

245 

13  5 

1908 

215 

13-4 

1909 

244 

15T 

1910 

195 

11-9 

1911 

256 

151 

1912 

248 

14-5 

1913 

252 

14-65 

1914 

225 

12-97 

Average  for  years 

— 

1905-1914 

236 

1423 

The  death-rate 

is  1*91  above  that 

for  1914,  and  0-65 

above  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  but  is  03 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Transferable  Deaths. 

Two  deaths  of  non-residents,  registered  in  ihe  district, 
have  been  transferred  away,  and  4G  deaths  of  residents  not 
registered  in  the  district  have  been  transferred  to  the  district. 


Standardized  Death  Rate. 

The  following  gives  the  factor,  and  illustrates  the 
difference  between  the  “crude”  and  the  “standardized” 
death-rate  : 


Factor. 

1*0659. 


Standardized  Crude  Death 

Death  Rate.  Rate. 


Males.  ... 
Females.. 


7*02 

8*82 


15*86 


Males  ...  6*59  ) 
Females..  8*28  ) 


1 )i  Terence. 
14  88  +0  98 


The  ages  at  the  time  of  deaths  were  as  follows  : 


All 

ages 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 
under 
2 years 

2 and 
under 
5 years 

5 and 
under 
15  yrs 

15  and 
under 
25  yrs 

25  and 
under 
45  yrs 

15  and 
under 
65  yrs 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

255 

48 

19 

8 

7 

13 

22 

64 

74 

4’ he  chief  causes  of  deaths  during  1915  were  as  follows  : 

Enteric  Fever  1,  Measles  17,  Whooping  Cough  1, 
Influenza  1,  Erysipelas  2,  Phthisis  18,  other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  1,  Cancer  18,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  1, 
Meningitis  3,  Organic  Heart  Disease  27,  Bronchitis  30, 
Pneumonia  (all  forms)  33,  other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs  5,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  4,  Appendicitis  2,  Nephritis 
and  Bright’s  Disease  8,  other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition  2,  Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including  Premature  Birth,  17  ; Violent 
Deaths  7,  Suicide  1,  Apoplexy,  Hemiplegia  and  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage  13,  Senile  Decay  18,  Gastritis  8,  Convulsions  5, 
Epilepsy  3,  Diabetes  5,  other  defined  Diseases  18.  Diseases 
ill-defined  1. 


From  the  aforegoing  it  will  be  seen  that  Lull 
accounts  for  76  deaths,  Organic  Heart  Disease  27, 
and  Enteritis  8,  Cancer  13,  Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Measles  17,  Cancer  13,  Accidental  Deaths  7. 


g Diseases 
Diarrhoea 
Disease  8, 


Infant  Mortality. 


There  were  48 

deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age 

registered  during  the  year. 

Measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths 
births  was  equal  to  146  per  1,000. 

to  the  registered 

The  following 

table  gives  the  number 

of  Infant  Deaths 

and  Infant  Death- 

-rate  for  the  years  1905-1914,  with  the 

averages  for  the  years  stated  : 

Year. 

No.  of 

In  fant 

Infant  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

1905 

63 

187 

1906 

54 

135 

1907 

34 

96 

1908 

41 

104 

1909 

51 

130 

1910 

43 

97 

1911 

57  • 

148 

1912 

54 

148 

1913 

52 

144 

1914 

44 

120 

Average  for  years 

— 

— 

1905-1914 

49 

130 

Of  the  Deaths  under  1 year  two  were 

due  to  Measles, 

Whooping  Cough  1, 

Erysipelas  1,  Abdoulina 

1 Tuberculosis  1, 

Convulsions  4,  Bronchitis  3,  Pneumonia 

(all  forms)  11, 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  3,  Gastritis  3, 

Suffocation  2, 

Congenital  Malformation,  Premature  Birth,  Debility,  &c.  11. 

Of  the  deaths  under  one  year  four  were  illegitimate 
children. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  stated  causes 
in  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  : 

See  opposite  pope.  1*^"” 

The  Infant  death-rate  is  considerably  above  that  for 
1914,  and  is  also  above  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  110  per  1,000 
births. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act,  1915,  which 
became  operative  on  the  lirst  day  of  September,  1915,  not 
only  provides  for  the  notilication  of  every  child  within  56 
hours  after  birth,  but  allows  for  the  provision  by  sanitary 
authorities  for  the  care  of  mother,  including  expectant 
mothers,  and  young  children  ; also  for  defraying  in 
necessitous  cases  the  cost  of  providing  the  services  of  a mid- 
wife and  of  a doctor. 

The  Health  Committee  having  had  the  scheme  under 
consideration,  referred  the  matter  to  a Special  Sub-Committee, 
to  formulate  a modified  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme  suitable  for  the  district. 

On  the  27th  January,  1916,  the  Sub-Committee  having 
considered  the  matter,  resolved  that  the  following  recom- 
mendations be  made  to  the  Health  Committee,  namely  : 

1.  That  a Lady  Health  Yisiior  be  appointed. 

2.  That,  if  possible,  arrangements  be  made  for  the  use 
of  rooms  of  the  Old  Council  Offices  for  consulting 
room,  office,  and  meeting  room. 

3.  That  suitable  scales  and  apparatus,  and  that  the 
necessary  books,  stationery,  &c.,  be  provided. 

These  recommendations  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Health  Committee  and  approved  by  the  Council. 
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Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

11 

. u ( Certified 

8 

2 

5 

1 

16 

5 

10 

8 

9 

48 

All  causes  1 TT  -n 

{ Uncertified 

... 

... 

... 

... 

( Small-pox 

• • • 

. . . 

• • . 

. . . 

. . • 

\ Chicken-pox 

• . • 

. . . 

. . . 

) Measles 

. . . 

1 

1 

9 

] Scarlet  Fever 

. • . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

/ Whooping  Cough 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

1 

... 

1 

I Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

-j  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (b) 

. • * 

. • . 

1 

1 

[ Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • • 

. . . 

. . • 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

. . . 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

Laryngitis 

. . . 

. . . 

Bronchitis 

-« 

i 

l 

9 

/V 

• • • 

. . . 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

1 

9 

5 

3 

11 

( Diarrhoea 

... 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

( Enteritis 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilis 

* • . 

• • . 

. . . 

. . . 

Rickets 

• • • 

• • . 

. . . 

. . . 

Suffocation,  overlying 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

• • . 

• « 

. . . 

. . . 

Atelectasis 

... 

. . . 

• • . 

f Congenital  Malformations  c 

i 

1 

1 

9 

J Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

1 

8 

... 

• • • 

8 

1 Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

^ Marasmus  ... 

1 

1 

, , , 

2 

1 

3 

1 

i 

Other  causes 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  ... 

8 

9 

5 

1 

16 

5 

10 

8 

9 

48 
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The  necessary  steps  are  being  taken  to  secure  the 
services  of  a competent  lady. 

Notification  of  Births. — The  total  number  of  notifica- 
tions received  under  the  Act  was  115,  and  of  these  48  were 
reported  by  doctors,  and  G7  midwives,  included  in  the  above 
figures  were  ten  still-births,  of  which  three  were  reported  by 
doctors,  and  seven  by  mid  wives. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  diseases  included  in  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  are  as  follows  : 

Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Membranous 
Croup,  Typhus  Fever,  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever,  Relapsing 
Fever,  Continued  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  Erysipelas  and 
Asiatic  Cholera. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  in  1915  and  the  ten 
previous  years,  and  the  year  1915  is  compared  with  the 
average  of  the  previous  ten  years  : 


Avge. 

foi- 

10 


Disease. 

1 905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

191 1 

1912 

1913 

1914 

yrs. 

1915 

Smallpox  

. 

. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  & 
Membranous 

lit 

134 

199 

87 

92 

24 

47 

37 

5/ 

192 

99 

60 

Croup  

1 

5 

14 

11 

7 

6 

8 

17 

26 

19 

11 

7 

Typhus  Fever. 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

"5 

6 

. . . 

. . . 

Enteric  Fever. 

9 

11 

4 

11 

17 

6 

8 

1 

7 

( 

Puerperal  Fvr. 

4 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

9 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

09 

Erysipelas 

29 

19 

16 

5 

12 

7 

11 

7 

10 

8 

12 

13 

Contind.  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

02 

Totals  ... 

157 

169 

234 

114 

128 

44 

76 

67 

99 

222 

1301 

87 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1915  was  87,  which 
is  considerably  less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten 
years. 
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The  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civil  population 
from  the  principal  zymotics : Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 
Croup);  Fevers:  (Typhus,  Typhoid,  and  other  continued). 
Epidemic  Influenza,  Cholera,  Plague,  Diarrhoea,  Puerperal 
Fever  and  Erysipelas,  to  which  may  he  added  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  and  Poliomyelitis,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table,  compared  with  the  average  of 
the  previous  ten  years  : 

Avge. 

for  10 

19051906190719081909  1910  1911  1912  1913  1914  yrs.  1915 
1-34  1T4  1-58  1*12  1*92  0 67  1*53  0*58  0*87  1*32  120  1*51 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  have  been  reported  in  the  district 
since  1904. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  years  : 

1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909  1910  1911  1912  1913  1914  1915 

101  111  134  199  87  92  24  47  37  57  192  60 

Cases  occurred  pretty  even  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  notified  during 
each  month  throughout  the  year  : 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
“10  5 5 5 4 5 3”  4 10  T T 7" 

The  cases  notified  are  132  below  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  are  38  less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding- 
eleven  years. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  Scarlet  Fever  during  the 
year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  at 


different  ages  for  the  12  months  : 


Under  1 
year. 

1 and 
under 

5 years. 

5 and 
under 

15  years. 

15  and 
under 

25  years. 

25  and 
under 

45  years. 

Total. 

. « . 

17 

38 

4 

1 

60 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  Scarlet  Fever 
is  mainly  a disease  of  youth. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows,  viz.: 
North  Ward  9 cases,  East  Ward  11  cases,  West  Ward  40  cases. 

Home  Treatment. 

With  the  exception  of  7,  all  other  cases  were  treated  at 
home  on  the  lines  advocated  by  Dr.  Robert  Milne,  e.g.,  by 
inunction  of  the  skin  with  pure  Eucalyptus  Oil  and  by 
application  of  1-10  Carbolic  Oil  to  the  tonsils  (Eucalyptus  Oil 
and  Carbolic  Oil  are  supplied  free  by  the  Council).  At  the 
same  time  all  reasonable  precautions  are  taken  to  isolate  the 
cases  in  their  own  homes  as  far  as  possible,  and  on  recovery 
of  the  patient  the  house  is  disinfected 

Only  on  some  special  reason  were  cases  removed  to 
Hospital,  i.e.,  want  of  convenience  for  isolation,  overcrowd- 
ing, where  the  mother  was  expecting,  &c. 

The  60  cases  notified  occurred  in  47  separate  families,  in 
7 families  2 cases  each,  and  in  3 families  3 cases  each. 

In  all  but  one  case,  where  more  than  one  member  of  the 
same  family  contracted  the  disease,  the  cases  were  either, 
reported  at  the  same  time  or  within  a fortnight  of  each  other 
The  exception  was  in  a case  removed  to  Hospital  on  January 
26th,  and  discharged  from  Hospital  on  March  17th.  On 
March  31st  a second  case  was  notified,  and  on  September  14th 
a third  case.  Case  2 was  most  probably  a recurring  case  from 
case  1,  but  case  3 could  not  be  accounted  for  in  that  way,  the 
interval  being  too  long  between  the  two  cases. 
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More  likely  the  system  of  disinfection  is  at  fault,  no 
steam  disinfector  being  available  for  beds  and  clothing. 

1 have  frequently  urged  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
steam  disinfector,  but  owing  to  the  war  this  matter  has  not 
been  pressed. 

For  the  past  1<S  months  the  Milne  method  of  treating 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  employed  in  this  district. 
The  result,  so  far,  has  been  sufficiently  satisfactory  as  to 
recommend  the  continuance  of  the  system. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  notified 
in  1915  and  in  the  ten  previous  years  : 

1905  1900  1907  19U8  1909  1910  1911  1912  191.-1  1914  1915 
1 5 14  11  7 G 8 17  26  19  7 

The  number  is  twelve  less  than  that  in  1914,  and  is  four 
less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

There  were  three  cases  in  January,  one  in  February 
one  in  June,  and  two  in  December. 

With  regard  to  age,  one  case  was  between  the  ages  1 to  5 
years,  two  between  5 to  15,  two  between  15  to  25,  one 
between  25  to  45,  and  one  between  45  to  65  years. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  in  all  cas-js. 

The  Council  provide  for  free  bacteriological  examination 
of  throat  swabs.  The  work  is  entrusted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Victoria  University,  Manchester. 

Two  throat  swabs  were  examined,  one  positive  and  one 
negative. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 
North  Ward  three  cases,  East  Ward  one  case,  West  Ward 
three  cases. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  notified 
in  1915  and  in  the  ten  years  previous  : 

1905  1900  1907  1908  1909  1910  1911  1912  191.°,  1914  1915 
~ 9 11  4 11  17  6 8 5 6 I T 

All  the  cases  were  amongst  the  civil  population  and  had 
no  connection  with  military  cases. 

The  ages  at  which  cases  occurred  : 5 and  under  15  years 
two  cases,  25  and  under  45  years  three  cases,  45  and  under 
65  years  two  cases. 

The  Ward  distribution  was  as  follows  : — North  Ward 
five  cases.  East  Ward  one  case,  West  Ward  one  case. 

Two  cases  were  removed  to  Hyde  Borough  Infectious 
Disease  Hospital. 

The  Council  provide  for  free  examination  of  blood 
specimens. 

Two  specimens  were  examined,  one  positive  and  one 
negative. 

One  death  was  certified  as  due  to  Enteric  Fever. 

Erysipelas- 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  notified  during 
1915  and  in  the  ten  previous  years  : 

1905  1906  1907  1908  1909  1910  1911  1912  1918  1914  1915 
29  19  16  5 12  7 EL  7 10  8 eT 

The  number  is  five  more  than  that  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  one  above  the  average  (or  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  cases  occurred  at  ages  : Under  one  year  one  case, 
15  and  under  25  years  two  cases,  25  and  under  45  years  five 
cases,  45  and  under  65  years  four  cases,  65  and  upwards 


one  case. 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 
North  Ward  four  cases,  East  Ward  one  case,  West  Ward 
eight  cases. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Erysipelas. 

Measles, 

On  the  3 1st  of  March  last  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  a circular-letter,  in  which  they  requested  sanitary 
authorities  to  (alee  in  <>  consideration  tlm  question  of  apply- 
ing to  their  district  a system  of  notifying  cases  of  Measles 
and  German  Measles,  with  a view  to  controlling  the  spread 
of  these  diseases.  At  that  time  I was  not  prepared  to 
recommend  the  scheme  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  Denton, 
for  the  reason,  I did  not  think  notification  alone,  without 
the  aid  of  a Health  Visitor  to  follow  up  each  notification, 
would  compensate  for  the  expense  incurred. 

On  the  29th  November  the  Board  issued  a General 
Order  making  these  diseases  compulsorily  notifiable  in  every 
sanitary  area  of  the  country.  The  Order  to  become  operative 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1916. 

Measles  was  epidemic  in  the  district  from  early  in 
March  to  the  end  of  July.  Assuming  iis  height  about  the 
second  week  in  April. 

Wiih  a view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease, 
the  Infant  Departments  of  the  following  Schools  were 
closed  during  the  periods  stated  : 

Central  Council  School,  March  23rd  to  April  9th,  both 
dates  inclusive,  and  again  from  April  12th  to  April  23rd 
inclusive. 

Denton  and  Haughton  (St.  Lawrence)  National  School, 
March  23rd  to  April  9th,  and  again  from  April  12th  to  April 
23rd,  all  dates  inclusive. 
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St.  Anne’s  C.E.  School,  from  April  16th  to  April  30th, 
dates  inclusive. 

St.  Mary’s  C.E.  School,  July  6th  to  July  20th,  dates 
inclusive. 

Since  the  cases  have  not  been  notified,  no  estimate  can 
be  formed  of  attack  mortality. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  deaths 
during  the  years  : 

1908  1909  1010  1011  1012  1913  1914  1915 

0 15  0 5 5 4 2 17 

Distribution  of  the  deaths  from  Measles  in  months  of 
the  year  : — March'  3,  April  6,  May  4,  June  1,  July  2, 
November  1, 

Ages  at  which  death  occurred  : Under  one  year  two 
cases,  one  and  under  two  years  ten  cases,  two  and  under  five 
years  three  cases,  five  and  under  fifteen  years  two  cases. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  3 
under  1 year  and  1 between  1 and  2 years,  compared  with  8 
deaths  from  the  same  cause  last  year,  and  six  deaths  in  1913. 

Whooping’  Cough. 

There  was  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough.  A child 
under  1 year  old. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Isolated  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

There  has  been  no  case  notified  in  the  district  for  the 
past  three  years. 
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There  arw  in  the  district  seven  midwives  on  t lie  County 
Register.  Also  others  who  practice  in  t lie  district,  but  reside 
in  other  districts. 

In  November  I had  occasion  to  report,  to  t lie  Local 
Supervising  Authority  the  misconduct  of  a midwife,  laying 
out  the  dead  body  of  a child  who  had  died  from  Erysipelas 
and  omitting  to  carry  out  adequate  disinfection.  The  mid- 
wife in  question  was  severely  cautioned,  and  warned  against 
repeating  the  offence. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis- 

In  February  the  Board  issued  a Memorandum  on 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  revising  the  two  previous  issues  of 
1905  and  1910. 

Two  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified. 

Case  1,  R.  W.:  Female,  age  3G  years.  Notified  22  2/15. 
Onset  13/2/15.  Removed  to  Ashton-under-Lyne  Infirmary 
on  same  day  as  notification  received.  Source  of  infection 
unknown.  The  woman  recovered,  and  is  now  following  her 
usual  domestic  duties,  but  complains  of  pain  and  stiffness  in 
the  upper  dorsal  region. 

There  was  no  bacteriological  confirmation  of  diagnosis. 

No  relation  of  the  case  with  military  cases  could  be 
traced. 

The  house  was  thoroughly  disinfected  after  removal  of 
the  patient  to  Hospital,  and  all  contacts  were  kept  under 
observation  for  some  time. 

Case  2,  E.  B.:  Girl,  age  13  years.  Notified  November 
4th.  Onset  of  illness  30/10  15.  Removed  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Manchester,  2 11  15,  and  from  there  was  removed 
to  Monsall  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  on  1 1115. 
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Diplococci  found  in  the  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid. 

No  history  of  source  of  infection,  and  no  relation  to 
military  cases  could  be  ascertained. 

The  patient’s  home  was  thoroughly  disinfected,  and 
contacts  kept  under  observation. 

The  girl  died  in  Hospital  on  November  30th. 

In  addition  to  the  Board  undertaking  the  examination  of 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  sent  to  them  from  suspected  cases,  the 
Council  provide  for  free  examination  of  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fluid  and  Swabs  sent  to  Prof.  Delepine,  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Manchester. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  31  notifications  were  received  in 
respect  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  compared  with  21  last 
year  and  38  in  1913. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
in  respect  of  age  : 


The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows,  viz.: 
North  Ward  8,  East  Ward  10,  West  Ward  13. 


There  were  13  deaths.  Four  between  the  ages  15  to  25, 
seven  between  25  to  45,  and  two  between  45  to  65. 


Sixteen  Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of 
Tuberculosis  other  than  the  Lungs. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease 
in  respect  of  age  : 
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Location  of  Disease  : Glands  of  Neck  11,  Peritoneum  1, 
Meninges  1,  Hip  and  Pelvis  3. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : North 
Ward  9,  West  Ward  7. 

There  was  one  death  from  Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

All  cases  are  visited  on  receipt  of  notification,  and  after- 
wards kept  under  observation.  A record  of  each  case  is 
kept,  and  where  insanitary  conditions  were  found  notices 
were  served  on  the  owners  for  their  abatement. 

The  Council  provide  for  free  examination  of  sputum  in 
all  cases. 

Twenty-seven  specimens  were  submitted  to  Professor 
Delepine  for  examination.  Eleven  positive  and  sixteen 
negative. 

Rooms  are  disinfected  when  thought  necessary,  and  in 
every  case,  on  the  death  or  removal  of  a patient,  the  house  is 
thoroughly  disinfected  before  a fresh  tenant  is  allowed  to 
occupy  it. 
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Disinfectants  and  Izal  handkerchiefs  are  supplied  free. 

Printed  instructions  to  persons  suffering  from  con- 
sumption are  left  with  each  patient,  and  handbills  dealing 
with  the  danger  of  infection  have  been  distributed  through- 
out the  district. 

Admonitory  cards  in  reference  to  spitting  are  suspended 
in  factories,  workshops,  and  public  institutions. 

National  Insurance  Act  (Sanatoria  Benefits)- 

All  ca-^es  notified  are  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis  Medical 
Officer  and  Sanatoria  treatment  given  in  desirable  cases  ; in 
cases  where  considered  necessary  special  nourishments  are 
allowed. 

Ten  patients  had  Sanatoria  treament  under  the  benefits 
of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  one  at  the  Military  Hospital, 
Grimsby,  and  one  at  the  Ashtou-under-Lyne  Union  Hospital  ; 
whilst  two  non-insured  patients  had  Sanatrium  treatment  at 
Bowdon  Sanatorium,  Cheshire. 

Sanatorium  treatment  is,  without  doubt,  a cure  in  the 
early  stages  of  tuberculosis  ; but,  unfortunately,  the  majority 
of  cases  are  fairly  advanced  before  admission  to  Sanatoria, 
and  although  the  condition  in  many  cases  is  arrested,  the 
course  of  treatment  is  not  prolonged  enough  to  effect  a cure. 
The  result  is  that  a great  number  of  cases  relapse  after 
return  to  home  surroundings. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum- 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  (occurring  in 
newly-born  children)  four  by  private  medical  attendants 
and  one  by  a midwife. 

On  enquiry  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  it  was  found  that  a midwife  had  been  guilty  of 
delay  in  advising  that  medical  help  should  be  obtained. 
Midwife  in  question  duly  cautioned. 
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APPENDIX. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLES  I;  II;  III;  & IV. 


49 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1915  and  previous  years. 


Yr. 

1 

Population  estimated 

1x5  to  middle  of  each  year 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 
in  the  district 

Transferable 

Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  district. 

Un  corrected 

0:1  Number. 

Nett. 

Under  1 year 
of  age. 

At  all 
ages. 

S 

D 

£ 

3 

4 

6 

c3 

Ph 

5 

CTj  Number. 

4) 

71 

Ph 

7 

Tfl 

of  non-residnt 
qo  registered  in 
the  district. 

of  Residents 

^ not  registerec 

in  the  district 

(-1 

43 

p£2 

s 

3 

10 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Nett 

Births 

11 

£3  Number. 

43 

a 

Ph 

13 

1910 

16319 

439 

439 

269 

186 

11-3 

9 

43 

97 

195 

119 

1911 

16931 

383 

385 

227 

232 

13  7 

S 

27 

57 

148 

256 

151 

1912 

17049 

363 

364 

21-3 

226 

132 

3 

25 

54 

148 

248 

14-5 

1913 

17189 

358 

359 

20  8 

213 

12  3 

5 

44 

52 

144 

252 

14'6 

1914 

17344 

365 

366 

21  1 

191 

11-0 

2 

36 

44 

120 

225 

12  9 

1915 

17481 

326 

328 

1 

187 

211 

12-3 

2 

46 

48 

146 

255 

148 

Estimated  Civil  Population,  1713d. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  ..  ...  2593 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  16887  \ At  Census 

Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  ...  3981  I 1911. 
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TABLE  II.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  duing-  the  Year  1915. 


TABLE  III.  Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1915 
classified  by  age  and  cause. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 
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TABLE  IV.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1915.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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11 

...  ( Certified 

8 

0 

r-J 

5 

1 

16 

5 

10 

8 
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48 

All  causes  j Uncertified 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

! Small-pox 

. • • 

• • 

. . . 

• . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

\ Chicken-pox 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

o 

) Measles 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

. • . 

l 

1 

& 

\ Seal  let  Fever 

. . . 

• • 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

/ Whooping  Cough 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

• • • 

1 

y Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

• • * 

. . . 

1 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

J 

j Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• • 

•j  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (b) 

. • • 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

l Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

Meningitis  {not  1 liberations ) 

. . . 

. . 

. . . 

... 

... 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

... 

4 

Laryngitis 

. • . 

. . . 

• . . 

... 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

• • • 

. • . 

1 

9 

... 

... 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

. . . 

• • . 

• . . 

. . . 

1 

9 

5 

3 

11 

j Diarrhoea 

• • • 

• • • 

• . . 

. . . 

. • . 

1 

1 

2 

| Enteritis 

... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

Gastritis 

. • • 

1 

. . . 

. • . 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

3 

Syphilis 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Pickets 

. 

• • • 

. • . 

. . • 

• • . 

... 

• • • 

. . . 

... 

Suffocation,  overlying 

• • • 

. , . 

• • • 

• • . 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

• • . 

... 

. • . 

. . . 

... 

• • 

... 

... 

Atelectasis 

• • • 

... 

... 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

( Congenital  Malformations  c 

1 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

9 

J Premature  Birth 

5 

... 

2 

1 

8 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

8 

] Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

^ Marasmus  ... 

1 

• • • 

1 

... 

0 

1 

3 

. . . 

1 

i 

Other  causes 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

• • • 

Total  ... 

8 

2 

5 

1 

16 

5 

10 

8 

9 

48 

Nett  Births  registered  during  j legitimate,  321. 
the  calendar  year  | illegitimate,  7. 


Nett  Deaths  registered  during  j legitimate  infants,  44. 
the  calendar  year  of  \ illegitimate  infants,  4. 


